
his annual event brings the
visitors from all over the state
to see the eight wonderful
homes open for day to explore

and appreciate. And this year features
one many have been waiting years to
see—the magnificant Fratt Mansion on
Grand Avenue across from the park.
Several restoration professionals will be
at our first Restoration Fair, while visitors
tour the historic Weyerhaeuser MIll Office
on the waterfront. Don’t miss the amazing
walk-in vault and vendors including Arvid’s
Hardwoods and Seattle Salvage.

Presale tickets are available at Matheson
Gifts at 2615 Colby Ave. through Friday.
Tickets, map, and pass will be available
the day of the event at the Van Valey
house at 2130 Colby Ave. See ads in the
Herald and Tribune newspapers or
updated info online at HistoricEverett.org.

September 12
10:00AM - 4:00PM

$15 Public, $10 Members

Tour Starts at
2130 Colby Ave.

This year’s featured artist is Northwest
native, Tammy Smith, who grew up
in the rural area of Lake Stevens in
Snohomish County. The country set-
ting spurred her love of the outdoors
and gardening, which are reflected
in my choice of subject matter. Always
an artist at heart, Tammy has been
working in watercolor for over twenty
years. A graphic designer by day, she
pursues her passion for painting in
her spare time and often shows her
works at festivals and galleries around
the Puget Sound area.

She has chosen watercolor as the
media she prefers to use interpretat-
ing the beauty of the Pacific North-
west. Tammy has developed an im-
pressionistic style which is enhanced
by the spontaneity and unpredictabil-
ity of the media. She also uses abstract
design, calligraphy, collage and other
water media to explore ways of ex-
pressing my interpretation of the
physical as well as the emotional
world around me. Tammy is available
for teaching watercolor classes as well
as commissioned work. Email tammy-
smithwc@hotmail.com.

Watercolor notecards of the featured
Fratt Mansion and the Weyerhaeuser
Mill Office are available at the home
tour and online.

Tammy Smith’s watercolor art will
be shown in the Van Valey House
gallery for the home tour.

Volunteers for the tour this year will
be able to get free tickets to tour
the homes for half of the day and
help homeowners as docents for the
other half of the day.

The self-guided tour map will be at
the Van Valey House and lists the
addresses and locations of the
homes. Guests may travel to the
places in any order they choose, just
so they enjoy the day.

Historic Home Tour includes Restoration Fair Pro’s



orn in Iowa, Alice and Clara
Rigby arrived in Everett,
Washington at the start of the
20th Century. Against all odds,

they not only owned and operated their
own photo studio, but successfully compet-
ed with the prominent local photographers,
J. D. Myers and Bert Brush. In an occupation
dominated by men, they created and nur-
tured their own niche. “The Rigby sisters
were part of a growing number of women
in the early 1900’s who sought social and
economic independence, and the West was
fertile territory for this progressive kind of
thinking.” (1)
Their boldness, in fact, was cultivated by
their mother, Delia, who encouraged her
daughters to seek professions instead of
husbands (due to her unhappy marriage).
Their aunt, Emma Sarepta Yule, was highly
successful upon arriving at the Everett town
site in 1891: she was Everett’s first school
teacher, then she became principal, and
from 1897-1900, she served as Everett’s
Superintendent of Schools. She played an
important role model for the ambitious
sisters.
Still, the Rigby sisters chose a profession
that was “appropriate for women.”  Accord-
ing to the Kodak Company advertisement,
photography “was considered a proper
artistic endeavor, and the work could be
done in or near the home.” (1)  The majority
of those women, however, worked silently
in darkrooms, as employees of male studio
owners.
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5/22/1839 – 2/26/1896

PHOTOGRAPHERS EXTRAORDINAIRE

LEFT: Oil painting, 1898 (Courtesy Everett Public Library) RIGHT: David M. Clough, Addie Clough, Roland Hartley
(seated), David, Edward and Nina Hartley gathered (Courtesy Monroe Historical Society)

Alice Rigby arrived in Everett first, and pursued
teaching, which was a profession in which
women were not allowed to marry.  Clara
Rigby’s initiation into photography occurred
in Iowa, where she worked as a “re-toucher”
for J. C. Wilson. After traveling about from
shop to shop, she and their mother came to
Everett in 1904. Within a year, she purchased
the Seely Studio, along with all of the negative
collections, Alice quit her teaching position,
and they both successfully operated their
studio for 10 years.
Their shop, called Rigby and Rigby, avoided
any reference to their gender, on purpose,
according to their relatives. But, with the
teaching experience of Alice, they advertised
themselves as “Portraitists”, specializing in
baby pictures. The young town of Everett saw
a tripling of its population in the first decade
of the 1900’s. With the influx of families and
as a result of the advances in photography,
many people purchased Kodak cameras to
record their families, their businesses, their
vacations and other activities, as well as major
weather events, such as floods. Studios printed
these amateur photos, often as post cards,
which were not only mailed to relatives, but
also survived as historical treasures and
documents of everyday life.
Although processing family photos brought
in steady work to the Rigby sisters, most of
their income was from commercial photogra-
phy and portraiture. This required skills in
balanced lighting, background selection,
retouching, etc. In fact, photography was
considered an art form, and competition was

keen. Still, the Rigby sisters thrived and
expanded their business, with branches
in Monroe, Snohomish, and Arlington, all
interconnected by train.
In 1913, the two sisters temporarily closed
up shop and sojourned to Japan, where they
accumulated a complete photo album of
their adventures.  Upon their return, however,
Alice soon was diagnosed with cancer and
died at 44 years old. (2) Clara closed up the
business thereafter, got married, and moved
to California. Both sisters are buried in the
historical Evergreen Cemetery.
Although there are few negatives and photos
remaining in existence today, “what the Rigby
family has retained are priceless photos that
Clara and Alice took of each other, showing
the fine quality of their portraiture.” (1)  And
when asked how the sisters were able to
afford the studio, the family members stated
emphatically, “No, they didn’t have money
—perhaps just the skill, the drive and the
dream.  And that, the sisters certainly had.”(2)

Researched and written by Aileen M. Langhans
(1) “Women’s Stories, Women’s Lives: The Snohomish
County Women’s Legacy Project: Alice and Clara Rigby”
by Margaret Riddle.
(2) Snohomish County: An Illustrated History, by David
Cameron, et. al.
(3) History Link Essay: Rigby and Rigby Photo Studio
(1905-1915), from the Henry M. Jackson Foundation.

Birth/Death Records:
Alice Rigby (1871-1915)
Clara Rigby (1873-1953)

LEFT: Clara Rigby at Rigby Photo Shop, Everett, n.d. CENTER: Pilchuck Julia (d.1923), ca. 1914, RIGHT: Clara seated. Photos by Rigby, Courtesy Everett Public Library



Congratulations to the Port of Everett
for removing the $15million tax levy
from the ballot. This “unnecessary
complication” allows Historic Everett
to concentrate on resolving our dispute
with the Port through the Army Corps
of Engineers and continue our efforts
to halt demolition through the courts.

We invoked our right for dispute reso-
lution and after review by the Corps,
they determined they couldn’t resolve
our differences. The entire saga of the
Collins Building is now with the Federal
Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion. The issue is whether or not the
Corps provided sufficient oversight and
public process for the Memorandum
of Agreement—specifically did the Port
exhaust all possibilities for the restora-
tion of the Collins Building? The Council
is expected to provide their manage-
ment decision and response the week
of September 14. We simply do not

know what the outcome could be.

Currently, demolition of the Collins Build-
ing is on hold due to a preliminary
injunction awarded by the Snohomish
Superior Court. Judge McKeeman recog-
nized that we were legally involved in a
dispute resolution process and deter-
mined that any action to demolish the
building should not be allowed until the
process was complete. We are also seek-
ing stoppage of demolition through a
SEPA appeal action concurrently. The
Port claims we should have appealed in
2005. Alternative 4—to retain the Collins
Building in the now failed Port Gardner
Wharf project—was an option then and
we were acting in good faith developing
the MOA four years ago. There was simply
nothing to appeal at that time.

The upcoming November 3 election will
seat two new commissioners on the three
member board. Decisions about the Col-
lins Building and, in fact, all of the Port’s

resources should be left for the next
generation of commissioners to decide.

If ever there was a time to show you
support preservation of our heritage,
that time is now.

• Put your passion into action: speak at
events or volunteer to staff our info
booth at the Farmer’s Market. Put a
Collins Building sign in your yard, get
your neighbor to do the same. Download
a PDF art file and put one in the window
of your car. Contact elected officials.
Help us with fundraising.

• As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
Historic Everett cannot endorse candi-
dates, but you can ask every candidate
in every race what they are doing to
preserve our historic landmarks and
cultural resources for future generations.

Feel free to call Valerie Steele at Historic
Everett at 425-308-6052 or email us at
info@HistoricEverett.org.

National Maritime
Heritage Area

Each Day is Different for the Collins Building

“Beginning with coastal canoe cultures and
continuing to super-ferr ies ,  Western
Washington’s community and commerce has
grown on our saltwater shores”. The Department
of Archaeology and Historic Preservation is
conducting a study to determine how a National
Maritime Heritage Area makes sense for our
region. The response has been overwhelmingly
positive and we hope locally that our great ships,
museums, events, grassroots support, stable
organizations and reliable funding will convince
the “other Washington” to approve the first area
in the country devoted expressly to maritime
history. Read more at HistoricEverett.org.

“BIG RED”
Celebrates

Heritage
Just in time for holiday gift
giving and celebrations, the
custom labeled bottle of Cab-
Merlot blend is now available
thru Historic Everett for $20
donation. Bottled by Silver Lake
Winery for non-profit groups,
order early while supplies last!



Update on the Collins Building
Home Tour & Restoration Fair: Sept 12
Rigby Sisters Record History in Photos
National Maritime Heritage Area

Please take a minute to renew your support for Historic Everett
The programs, events, and activities are all supported by our community through your generous donations, volunteers, and continued

membership. We thank you and look forward to seeing you at this years activities.

Other donation


