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Collins Building Supporters

Rally for Relse

May is National Historic Preservation month and
people all over the country are celebrating our rich,
fascinating and eclectic heritage through the power
of place while proving the point that sustainability
begins with preservation. It is a shame the Port of
Everett has chosen not to join the party.

It is hard to believe the end of August will mark four
years since Historic Everett and the Washington Trust
for Historic Preservation became consulting parties

“the port has full development
control and could easily redraft
the plan to accommodate reten-
tion of the Collins Building”

Evergreen
Cemetery Tour

Downtown Tour

to the port under a

Memorandum of

Agreement (MOA)

between the Army

Corps of Engineers and

the State Historic Preser-

vation Officer to commem-

orate Everett’s waterfront heritage

and make good-faith effort to preserve the Collins

Building.

Every day someone asks, “What’s happening with the

Collins Building?” Well, in addition to the fact that Big

Red is still standing — a lot has happened for it. We

have an extensive history and description called the

Historic Structures Report. The Collins Building was

placed on the National Register of Historic Places under

its proper name, The North Coast Casket Company

Building. We worked alongside the Collins Building

Redevelopment Group for nearly a year and a half to
Continued on page 3

Historic Everett has developed his-
toric home and building plaques
for owners to detail the year the
structure was built. Some signs
have already gone into production.
Your home need only be fifty years
old by national standards and the
order form is on the web site to
download. We already have a wait-
ing list from some homeowners in
the Northwest Neighborhood.
There are a couple basic versions
to start off the program for home-
owners.

For more info please contact:
David Chrisman 425-530-2722 or
info@HistoricEverett.org.




DAVID
CLOUGH

David M. Clough, born

on December 27, 1846

in Lyme, New Hampshire,

was the fourth of four-
teen children. His youth was spent
raising crops on the family farm,
after which he started a timber
venture at the age of 20. This en-
terprise, which gave him wealth
and political prominence, helped
him succeed in Minnesota politics,
where he finally became its 13th
Governor. As governor, he was not-
ed for various achievements, espe-
cially for withdrawing the right of
aliens to vote and enacting child-
labor laws.®

After making and losing a fortune
in the timber industry at the age
of fifty-four, in 1900, James J. Hill,
Great Northern Railroad magnate,
encouraged him to invest his rep-
utation and capital in the Puget
Sound’s natural resources. Enticed
by the vast stands of virgin timber,
now open to logging through the
land grants to the railroads, Clough
moved to Everett, a town waiting
in anticipation of becoming the
terminus of the Great Northern
route. He even arrived in style, on
one of Hill's private rail car. In 1902,
his family followed him; this includ-
ed his daughter, Nina, and his son-
in-law, Roland Hartley. Hartley had
an interesting relationship with his
father-in-law. Born in Canada, in

LEFT: Qil painting, 1898 (Courtesy Everett Public Library)

LUMBER BARON AND POLITICIAN

RIGHT: David M. Clough, Addie Clough, Roland Hartley

(seated), David, Edward and Nina Hartley gathered (Courtesy Monroe Historical Society)

1864, he was fatherless at the age of
14. He worked as a “cookee”, cutting
wood and washing dishes, in lumber
camps. He eventually became book-
keeper, assistant and then finally sec-
retary to Clough, when he transi-
tioned himself into politics. In fact,
Clough was his mentor, both in the
timber industry as well as in the po-
litical arena.

In Everett, David Clough and his ex-
tended family became influential to
the lumber elite. They organized
many companies, including the Hart-
ley and Lovejoy Logging Company,
the Clark-Nickerson Lumber Compa-
ny, and the Everett City Tug Boat
Company. Rather than being outright
competitors, the companies held a
combine power and influence over
the City of Everett. “In a familial way,
one company supplied the timber
for another mill to cut and another
company then converted the lumber
into products.”®The Cloughs and the
Hartleys controlled not only a good
share of the timber industry, but local
politics as well. “They fought to con-
trol wages through opposition to
organized labor and to protect their
profits by opposing taxes on their
industry.”@

The Clough-Hartley Mill became

the world’s largest producer of read
cedar shingles. And the Clark-
Nickerson Lumber Mill, at the site
of the present Kimberly Clark Paper
Mill served as a national model of
modernity for its day, and eventually
surpassed Tacoma as the saw mill
business center. Furthermore, its
reputation was global, as it sold its
products throughout the US, Asia,
Australia, and South America.

While Clough remained in charge
of management decisions for their
companies, Roland Hartley, his son-
in-law continued in his footsteps
and through his advice and tutelage,
to seek public offices, eventually
becoming Governor of Washington
State. These two men, who “played
pivotal roles in shaping Everett’s
early character, now lie in Evergreen
Cemetery. Their parallel lives are
further punctuated by their proxim-
ity in death”®), as Clough’s tomb
overshadows Hartley’s tomb into
eternity.
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Learn more about how to support the Collins Building, support letters from the WA Trust, and Port of Everett info at HistoricEverett.org
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bring to life the vision of a year
round farmer’s market, a maritime
museum, restaurants, shops and
space for local small business to
grow. Naturally, we were angry,
but not shocked, when the port
terminated the redevelopment
agreement unilaterally, and with-
out negotiation, in their push to
tear down the only building of its
type, size and age left on the shores
of Puget Sound in order to build
a surface parking lot for boats.

Now the port is in panic mode to
clear the final hurdle in the next
three months for “de-construction”
which, in this case, is a disingenu-
ous term for demolition. As a con-
dition of the MOA, all of the parties
must agree to a mitigation strategy
to compensate the community for
the intentional loss of a National
Treasure; we still do not agree the
mitigation is sufficient. The three
Port Commissioners accepted pub-
lic comment on their strategy
through May 13, even though they
prematurely voted to accept it on
May 5. They approved a booklet,
3D photographs, interpretive sig-
nage, an educational CD, building
salvage/decon-struction materials
for use in the community and a
provision that money generated
from the sale of pieces would go
toward correcting their longtime
deferred maintenance on the port’s

“Just tear it
down”

- former Port Commissioner
Jim Shaffer’s statement

other neglected National Register
Property — The Weyerhaeuser Build-
ing. They received 46 comments
from people to continue to seek
ways to keep the Collins Building
compared to 8 comments that basi-
cally echoed former Port Commis-
sioner, Jim Shaffer’s statement “Just
tear it down”.

The economic and development re-
alities for the Port Gardner Wharf
project at the time the MOA was
signed are drastically different than
present day conditions. The Crafts-
man District is no longer under the
jurisdiction of Maritime Trust — the
port has full development control
and could easily redraft the plan to
accommodate retention of the Col-
lins Building. The horizon for full
build-out of the site continues to
expand, and it is likely it will be many
years, if not decades, before it is fully
achieved and by then all memory
of the City of Smokestacks will be
erased.

For the port to demolish a solid,
useful iconic structure lacks vision

especially at a time when we need
hammer-ready projects that will
create jobs immediately, provide
continuing employment, boost tax
revenues, generate income for the
port and ultimately create a place
where all strata of the community
can gather. Destroying the Collins
Building will make Everett a less
likely destination for heritage tour-
ism which is second only after nat-
ural wonder destinations in Wash-
ington State. This is particularly
disturbing since it seems our salt-
water coasts may soon have exciting
prospects as a National Maritime
Heritage Area — a Federal program
that works in partnership with State
and Local governments, private or-
ganizations and individuals to foster
a greater awareness and apprecia-
tion of the role of all maritime en-
deavors from coastal canoe cultures
to super-freighters in history and
heritage.

The Collins Building is sure to be at
the center of debate in the upcom-
ing November elections for a new
Port Commissioner for District One.
Phil Bannon is not seeking re-
election for a third six-year term.

Imagine Seattle without Pike Place
Market. Imagine buying fresh, local-
ly grown fruits and vegetables year-
round in Everett at the Collins Build-
ing. Imagine all the things you can
still do to make this happen.

SEPTEMBER 12
10:00AM - 4:00PM

HOME TOUR TO SHOWCASE FANCY AND FUN

While preparations are made by the
Historic Everett Home Tour committee
for this year’s wonderful tour homes, a
new supporter has stepped up to make
a special donation to the annual tour
program. The Master Builders Association
of King and Snohomish Counties has
granted support to several local programs
as part of their “100 Years of Building
Community”. They also awarded the
Everett Public Library’s NW Room as a

2009 recipient. This outreach will help to
grow Historic Everett’s public education
and appreciation of our built environment.

More volunteers are needed to make this
event a success this year. Please contact
Historic Everett to help with committee
tasks, docents for each home, and assist-
ance at the Van Valey House where event
day tickets are sold and refreshments

available. Prepaid tickets will again be

available through Matheson’s on Colby.



ALL NEW 2009 PROGRAMS AND TOURS ARE AT WWW.HISTORICEVERETT.ORG

Please take a minute to renew your support for Historic Everett

The programs, events, and activities are all supported by our community through your generous donations, volunteers, and continued
membership. We thank you and look forward to seeing you at this years activities.

Fibhh oUT AND MATL TehAN Choose your Annual Membership/Renewal
1YEAR 3YEAR 5YEAR

NAME Seniors 60+ []$12 []$30 []$45

8%'%:%!;{:”"“ MEMBER Students D $12 D $3o D $45
Individuals [0%$20 []$54 []$88

Families [0%$25 []%$69 []$110

Contributing [] $50 []$135 []$230

[] Business, institution, o

or professional $100/YR *Members signing up after
FOR EVENTS oMLY [ Associate members $250/YR %Ce:[?(g)llf)r\/\}lnagrile%?o l\(jlémk?:r%?ip
TOTAL [] patron $500/YR cards are sent out at the end
PHONE ENCLOSED $ D Benefactor $1000+ of each quarter'
[] other donation

INTERESTS Historic Everett, 2625 Colby Avenue #3160, Everett WA 98201

ADDRESS

HISTORIC EVERETT IS A NON-PROFIT 501c3 ORGANIZATION. DONATE GENEROUSLY AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL AVAILABLE TAX BENEFITS!

Historic
Everett

2625 Colby Avenue #3160
Everett Washington 98201

www.HistoricEverett.org
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