
Stated simply, historic preservation is
having the good sense to keep some-
thing—an older building, a neighbor-
hood or landscape feature—because it
is important to us as individuals and as
a society as a whole.  Older buildings
are important because they are wonder-
ful to look at, they are “a gift to the
street” whose styles, quality materials,
charm and perhaps eccentricity enrich
and enliven their surroundings. These
buildings are worth saving because our
communities would be less interesting,
less attractive, without them. Others are
worth saving because there is plenty of
life left in them.
Adaptive re-use has provided many in-

novative examples of how life can be
breathed into old buildings: train depots
reborn as restaurants; mills converted
into shopping centers; derelict industrial
space converted to artist space and so
on. Think of it as ultimate recycling.
Some places are worth preserving be-
cause they link us with our past and
remind us of the struggles, triumphs
and the everyday details of those who
went before us. Preservation cares about
giving future generations the same op-
portunities to enjoy beautiful buildings,
interesting landscapes and structural
icons that we have today. For more
information on historic preservation
efforts throughout the country visit.

shy man, who lived a simple, private life, he was
destined to earn the title “Timber King” and to be
listed in Who’s Who in America. Frederick Weyerhaeuser
was born in 1834 in Niedersaulheim, Germany, and

came to America in 1852 as a penniless youth. He married Elizabeth
Bladell in Erie, Pennsylvania, where he worked as a day laborer.
Then they moved to Rock Island, Illinois, where he worked on the
railroads and as a caterer, prior to entering the saw mill and timber
industry.
Over the years, Weyerhaeuser used his savings to acquire saw
mills along the Mississippi River and land tracts in various states,
including Wisconsin, Minnesota, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.
By 1864, he had all stages of the lumber industry under his control.
In 1891, he moved to St. Paul, where he was a neighbor and good
friend of James J. Hill of the Great Northern Railroad. Hill had
accumulated millions of acres of timber as a result of his land
purchases from the government which he needed to sell in order
to fund his railroad expansion to the West Coast. Hill and Weyer-
haeuser spent many an evening discussing the decline of the
timber industry in the Mississippi Valley and the almost incalculable

promise of the Puget Sound country.
In 1900 they negotiated one of the
largest land transactions in American
history: 900,000 acres at $6.00 an acre,
or about 10 cents per 1000 board feet
of wood. And as a part of this agree-
ment, Hill gave Weyerhaeuser east-
bound shipping rates for timber “so
low that they were absurd.”
Weyerhaeuser soon started his own
firm, with the backing of eleven investors and only three employees.
The Weyerhaeuser Timber Company was created and established
the first mill in Everett in 1903. With Hill providing the transportation
necessary for Weyerhaeuser’s mill and lumber goods to reach the
Eastern and Midwestern markets, the two of them were responsible
for creating an economic boom which would ripple through the
city and the county for many years to come. By the early 1900’s,
lumber, paper, and shingle mills, along with other factories producing
everything from nails to barges, had given Everett the moniker,
“the city of smokestacks.”  Weyerhaeuser’s mill in Everett was the
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Timber King Frederick Weyerhaeuser

The collection of thousands of artifacts
including family albums, Gov. Roland

Hartley's desk, photographs, and
irreplacable garments were subject to

the water used to put out the 2nd
story fire on Baker Ave. just north of

Hewitt Ave on April 1.
"This is our Katrina" cried Peter Harvey,
board president for the Museum of
Snohomish County History, which
recently closed it's small exhibit space
by the Everett Events Center to focus
on working out a plan with the County
for a lager permanent facility. An
emergency fund has been set up at
all Frontier Banks. Over half the
collection in the 6,000sf storage is
historic Everett items. Contact Brent
Lambert at 425-388-3263 to help.



Culmback Building
On March 6, the Everett City Council ap-
proved a Request for Proposals for the
redevelopment of city owned property on
Colby Avenue at Wall Street. The property
includes the historic Culmback Building at
3013 Colby. This structure with its buff and
glazed architectural terra cotta facade, is
one of the few survivors of the boom times
of the mid 1920’s. For years it was home
to a candy and cigar store and more re-
cently start up space for the Children’s
Museum.
The RFP calls for the creation of “urban
amenities” such as restaurants, specialty
retail and possibly a combination of office,
condo or hotel on the site and asks for
integration of the existing facade into the
design of a new building.
In addition to the criteria set forth in the
RFP, developers who come forth are likely
to be experienced in the Main Street
Approach to Commercial District Revital-
ization. The underlying premise of the
Main Street Approach is to encourage
economic development within the context
of historic preservation appropriate to
today's marketplace. The Approach advo-
cates the rebuilding of traditional commer-
cial districts based on their unique assets:
distinctive architecture, a pedestrian friendly
environment, personal service, local own-
ership and a sense of community. The
program is sponsored by The National
Trust for Historic Preservation (of which
the City is a member). See how other com-
munities are revitalizing their downtowns
at www.nationaltrust.org.
Exploration is preliminary but hope is that
potential developers will confer and col-
laborate with Historic Everett and the His-
torical Commission on the fate of the Cul-
mback Building which is a significant
Everett Historic Register property.

Everett Historical
Commission Review

To obtain a good perspective regarding
Everett's current renaissance, one must
only take the elevator to the 8th floor of
The Wall Street Building any second
Wednesday evening to watch the Historical
Commission in action. The February and
March meetings show how things are
changing in the city today.

Steve Fox has requested that his home at
2510 Baker, a lovely 1908 Craftsman design,
be added to the Everett Register of Historic
Places. The house was built by a member
of the Lettelier family who came to Everett
to establish the Everett Box Company and
it is almost entirely intact and original. Fox
offered an interesting story of the dwelling
and family. The commission took little time
to recommend the house be added to the
Everett Register.
Next, owner Scott Anderson presented his
plans for removing the house at 1134 Grand
Avenue and constructing a large two story
duplex on this spacious lot. While the
existing house is considered non-
contributing to the historic district, the
consensus of citizens who spoke against
the project was that the proposed 6,000sf
building appeared too massive for the
site. The commission voted a roof variance
be denied.
Wendy Becker from Snohomish County
staff reported that the county is examining
all pathways feasible to assist the now
closed Museum of Snohomish County
History for the future.

Longtime Everett architect Richard Sullivan
presented his project for a duplex
modification to the existing house at
2014 Grand with some tasteful revisions to
the street side of the building. The project
was approved noting that Sullivan owns
the properties on each side of 2014, and
that he could be presenting a single large
condo project rather than a sensitive and
modest revision that retains the three
original structures.
John Ogorsolka presented his ambitious
plans for constructing a duplex next to his
existing property at 3128 Grand as well as
a garage for six vehicles and a residence
above along the alley behind 3128 Grand.
A number of citizens testified with concerns
regarding the project. After a good deal of
discussion the commission suggested
Ogorsolka rework his plan to reduce the
2nd story mass and return at a later date.
Prior to these two fascinating hearings was
an appearance by Everett Planning Director
Allen Giffen to explain his decision allowing
the Anderson project at 1134 Grand Avenue
to proceed as planned. In overruling the
February roof pitch waiver denial by the
Historical Commission, Giffen explained
that the owner agreed to reduce the size
of the project's decks, but that the building
did meet all City of Everett standards and
was being approved for construction.
For a barometer of how Everett is growing
and changing, just come to a Historical
Commission meeting any 2nd Wednesday.
You will receive quite an education, and
you will discover that every citizen can
participate in Everett's changes.

- Dave Ramstad
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*Members signing up after
October 1 are good through
the following year. Membership
cards are sent out at the end
of each quarter.

The Collins Building passed another mile-
stone in late February. The Washington
State Department of Archaeology and His-
toric Preservation has approved the con-
ceptual drawings for the redevelopment of
The Collins Building. The plan, devised by
the Collins Building Redevelopment Group,
headed by Richard Sullivan, envisions a two
phased approach. First as storage space
for boaters and marina businesses who are
being displaced by the North Marina Rede-
velopment project. The second phase will
include renovating the building to include
boat clubs, exhibit space, farmer’s market,
and craftsman/artist space—to name a few

possible tenants. This will occur when the
infrastructure and some of the condos in
the North Marina are completed.
The redevelopment group has formed a
non-profit and is actively seeking many
funding sources including grants as well
as traditional loans. Starting this spring,
the Collins Building Redevelopment Group
is committed to visiting neighborhood and
other community organizations with infor-
mative displays of the project. If you know
of a group or business that would like more
information on the Collins Building space
or leasing, please contact Richard Sullivan
at 425-259-2685 (www.collinsbuilding.org).

Collins Building Concepts Approved

Two Rucker Ave. Houses
The Howard S. Wright House and the
George Hilzinger House are the side-
by-side foursquare homes in the 2100
block of Rucker Avenue under the con-
trol of Historic Everett since December
2006. This means that we are now re-
sponsible for their preservation as sus-
tainable, contributing structures in their
historic neighborhood.
Although the two houses appear vacant
and in disrepair, much has been accom-
plished toward our goal of complete
restoration of both houses. A small
crew has removed nine dumpster loads
of junk from both houses, plus 28 re-
frigerators, and has recycled eleven
tons of scrap metal. Many boxes of
household goods in good repair are
being cleaned up and boxed for an
upcoming Historic Everett rummage
sale. Most noteworthy of the finds has
been the original light fixtures of the
Wright House, dug out of the crawl
space, an old fabulous electric range,
and Howard’s old toilet dating from
1923.
The 1960’s alley duplex has been fixed
up and rented, providing more security
and for the site.
Weather has been a factor in limiting
the exterior work on the houses. More
improvements, visible from the street,
will be happening soon and we will let
members know how they can help
contribute to the renovation.

largest lumber mill in the world, expanding
to a yearly production 70 million board feet
by 1912.
A true visionary, Weyerhaeuser was also
known for his conservation efforts. He did
not follow the practice of the day, known
as “cut and run”, but rather he believed in
a long-term commitment to successive
crops of trees. In reference to his holdings,
he said, “This is not for us, nor for our
children, but for our grandchildren.”
Weyerhaeuser owned more forest land than
any other person in the world at the time
of his death on April 4th, 1914.  His friend
Hill was known to have said, “His place can
never be filled. He was one of those national
forces that helped build our country…”

Whenever Weyerhaeuser was asked to ex-
plain the reason for his tremendous success,
he said the following: “The secret lay simply
in my will to work. I never watched the
clock and never stopped before I had fin-
ished what I was working on.”
by Aileen M. Langhans
References:
1. Seattle General Strike Project: The Inter-
national Shingle Weavers of America –
Historical Essay, by Phillip C. Emerson
2. Website: www.germanheritage.com
3. Website: www.HistoryLink.org
4. Website: www.Awb.org
5. Website: www.nwsource.com
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A Spring to Remember
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