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D e d i c a t e d  t o  P r e s e r v i n g  o u r  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

To call the first annual Historic Everett Board
Retreat a success is pat answer to a daunting
set of self-analyzing questions put forth on a
wet Saturday morning in late January. After
our sleepy but hearty members found the
historic Van Valey house, then the coffee, 
and then the agenda—we all sat down and
began an exhausting recounting of our accom-
plishments and missteps of the past year(s).
We developed plans for this next year and
ideas for future years. The board set goals
about community outreach to groups such as
students, historic home owners, and local
seniors. Utilizing the help of members and
volunteers, Historic Everett can contact and
engage participants in related activities and
raise the level of appreciation for local history
and preservation. One example is to introduce
materials to teachers about local heritage that
matches their curriculum by working with

advocates in the school district. We agreed to
produce specialty workshops for historic house
restorers and programs to bring to senior
activity centers, to name just a few if the fresh-
brewed ideas.
The retreat luncheon was extended to include
the city’s Historical Commission and staff to
open a dialogue regarding ways in which to
make historic preservation more visible in the
downtown and several historic neighbor-
hoods. What was discovered is how both
groups can contribute to ongoing education
to help property owners maintain, renovate,
and nominate their historic buildings for the
local register. A co-op workshop on researching
historic structures and how to submit to the
register will be in the works. It was also deter-
mined that historic district brown signs and
markers will contribute to cultural heritage
tourism and growing city pride in Everett.

Looking for a great source on renovation
or home design styles, check out these
online texts and a list of all pubications
on preservation at the City’s website at
www.everettwa.org/default.aspx?ID=397
Hands On, the Rehabilitation Handbook
for Everett’s Historic Homes
This 41-page handbook gives basic
guidance on the rehabilitation of the
exterior of homes in Everett.
Your Old House, Historic Preservation
Resource and Design Guide
A guide to appropriate exterior design
elements for Colonial Revival, Craftsman,
and American Foursquare homes, and
other homes with details from these styles.
46pp

PRESERVATION
PUBLICATIONS

ONLINE

ednesday, February 13th, saw over one hundred
interested Everett citizens sit down at Everett Performing
Arts Center to hear some very exciting news. City of
Everett officials were on hand to explain and take public

input regarding the future redevelopment of the parking lot that
currently exists between the PAC theater and the former Bank of
Everett/Key Bank building. The site is mid-block on Wetmore between
Everett Avenue and California Street.
Community Development Director Lainie McMullin explained that
the PAC theater’s original 1990s plan included the entire block on
Wetmore, but that the bank was not available at that time. The
empty bank is now in the hands of the city and their current plan
is to remove the Order of Red Men building on California Avenue and
develop an attractive public plaza at the site, retaining the bank
building, but redeveloping it into a full time children’s theater and
‘black box’ drama complex. Citizens were told that Village Theater
Group will do the theater design and thereby double access to
children’s drama opportunities for the city.
The plaza was the focus of this hearing however. Nakano & Associates
were introduced as the chosen architect, but at this point just basic

Public Discusses New Theater Plaza at Former Bank
conceptual ideas are being shown, with the expectation that
Everett area citizens will provide additional ideas.
Kinichi Nakano explained that the former bank/new theater will
provide a cafe facing into the future plaza, which would be
tastefully and artistically paved and furnished with seating, tables,
and benches both fixed and movable, attractive shade trees and
plantings, modern lighting, and a state-of-the-art water feature,
probably a "water wall" in style. Studies have been done to prove
that sunlight will fill this plaza in spite of neighboring buildings,
a basic requirement for any successful outdoor public space.
The expectation is that with the right design, Everett and county
citizens will be drawn into the plaza to share some food, talk,
and visit during the daylight hours as well as before and after
evening shows.
It would essentially become Everett’s new Civic Arts Center
Plaza. For those of you who know Portland, this could be Everett’s
version of their magnificent Courthouse Square, considered
Portland’s open air living room, and the best place to be in the
entire city.

January Board Retreat is Sobering



As you drive around Everett, you
will see the name “Rucker” in
many places, such as Rucker
Avenue, Rucker Hill, the Rucker

Mansion, and of course the Rucker Tomb.
So what is the history behind this name?
Mrs. Jane Rucker, widow, and her two sons
arrived in Tacoma from Ohio in 1887. Wyatt
Rucker, who had previously studied law, and
his brother, Bethel, began looking for
investments in the Puget Sound area. The
Ruckers and other investors from Tacoma
arrived in Port Gardner Bay and started buying
up homesteads: the Ruckers purchased the
old Dennis Brigham Estate on the bayside;
the Swalwells purchased acreage along the
riverside from the Spithill’s claim; and Frank
Friday and E.D. Smith, the father of Lowell,
also bought land in the area. The Rucker
brothers were drawn to the peninsula by the
lumber business and the potential of railroads.
Their dream was to create a city called Port
Gardner, which would be situated on the 50-
acre bayside property. Interestingly enough,
however, the local Everett newspaper edition
of December 17, 1891 stated that they had
other intentions:  “Mr. Rucker made
arrangements to purchase eight hundred acres
of land on Port Gardner bay for farm
purposes.”(1)

Regardless of the reason for the land
procurements, imagine Henry Hewitt’s surprise
when he returned from New York City, armed
with plans for an industrial city along with the
financial support for this dream, only to
discover that much of his desired land had
already been taken. Hewitt had no choice but
to approach the Rucker brothers, asking them
to put aside their plans for a city and to sell
off a good share of their titles to him. As part
of this negotiation, the “Remarkable
Document” was drawn up. In this contract,
Hewitt, through the newly incorporated Everett
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Land Company, promised to build a city with a
heavy industrial base, including saw mills, a
shipyard, docks, and a railroad.
In the early 1890’s, there was rapid growth in
the City of Everett.  By 1892, Everett looked like
a real town: “There were framed homes, schools,
churches, and theatres, as well as 5600 citizens
– enjoying streetcar services, electricity,
streetlights, and telephones.”(2) In 1893, soon
after the city was incorporated, it fell victim to
the Silver Panic. Everett Land Company went
into receivership and became the Everett
Improvement Company under J. J. Hill in the
year 1899.
In 1905, the Ruckers opened the Rucker Mill on
the North end of Lake Stevens.  Known as the
“world’s largest sawmill”, it had the capacity to
cut 100,000 feet of lumber and 250,000 shingles
a day with 250 employees. The Ruckers also
leased the Monte Cristo rails from Northern
Pacific Railroad. This track connected Hartford
(the original town on Lake Stevens) to the Monte
Cristo mines. They needed these rails to access
their timber camps east of Granite Falls. And
they were required to operate this line to all
lumber camps, towns and mills. But the tracks
were plagued by floods, necessitating constant
repairs. In 1925, Northern Pacific insisted that
the brothers buy the line, which they, in turn,
sold off during the stock market crash in 1929.
Along the rail lines, the Rucker Brothers built
the Inn at Big Four Mountain. Known for its
many amenities and its spectacular view, it
became a popular tourist attraction for those
with impeccable taste. The main lodge had 35
sleeping rooms and a lobby graced with a double
fireplace, which remained a landmark long after
the hotel burned down in 1949. Its electricity
was generated from Perry Creek. It boasted of
hot and cold running water. And it had the
following services: a small golf course, tennis
courts, an artificial lake, a large dance hall and

mountain trails that led to a suspension bridge
crossing the Stillaguamish River toward the Ice
Caves. The visitors arrived via self-propelled
gas cars, with open trailer cars providing
spectacular scenery through Robe Canyon. This
inn was so popular a destination that many
notable people of the day signed the guest
book.
During their lifetime, the Rucker brothers were
admired by the town as “gentlemen of high
standing, good business sense and …'just the
class of men who have the enterprise, pluck
and energy to aid very materially in building
up a great city at this point.”(1) Today, the
elegant Rucker Mansion and the unique Rucker
Tomb designed like a pyramid, stand in
awesome tribute to their endearing vision and
their relentless energies in creating a strong
beginning for the City of Everett.
(left photo) The Rucker Tomb in the Evergreen Cemetery:
erected in 1907 by the Rucker brothers to honor their mother
Jane. The granite pyramid is 50 feet tall and houses the remains
of several Rucker family members.

(right photo) The Rucker Mansion atop Rucker Hill: built by
the Rucker brothers in 1905. An elegant brick mansion, with
a panoramic view of Port Gardner Bay, it has a columned
veranda, mirrored entrance hall, and detailed woodwork out
of oak, mahogany, maple.

Researched and Written by Aileen M. Langhans
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BEFORE YOU PICK UP
A SLEDGE HAMMER

READ THESE TIPS
As the economy seems to be slowing and we
begin watching our nickels and dimes, more
of us are giving in to temptation and tackling
our own remodel projects without having a
general contractor or other profession help.
Also those of us who have forayed down the
road of historical home ownership are easily
swept away with the romance of yesteryear and
the idea of rolling up our sleeves to restore
that old home to the pristine palace we imagine
in our dreams.
We begin with a fervor of energy ripping and
tearing into walls, hauling debris, with late
nights and coffee discussing with our significant
other plumbing, electrical, floor and wall
coverings. Excited and energetic day after day
after day until reality sets in and we have to go
to our other jobs. Pretty soon that plastic wall
we put up for dust control becomes a part of
our every day living experience. No matter how
you look at it, remodeling is a daunting task
whether you are a beginner or a veteran. So
the above scenario begs the question, “What
can I do to start my project right and avoid the
pitfalls of affordability, time to do the project,
limited experience level and avoid living without
molding for the next five years?”
Here is a quick list of things that should help:

1. Planning
Get your project on paper, from either pro-
fessional architectural prints, or do-it-yourself
graph paper. It’s a lot easier to erase and move
a line than to move an actual wall. You will
need a detailed list of what you want accom-

plished. Without the “scope” how will you or a
professional contractor ever be able to determine
time and cost unique to your project?

2. Knowledge
If you are hiring a professional you will need
only a basic level of construction terminology
but be able to communicate well enough to
choose a quality professional you can trust to
meet your budget and vision.
If we are considering going down the do-it-
yourself route, the level of knowledge needed
will be in direct proportion to the scope of our
project. For instance, you will not only need to
know where to get materials, but how to order
them and be able to recognize quality or not.
Plan on doing some research before ever
attempting any size of project. There are a lot
of how-to books from installing wall paper to
digging a hole.

3. Skill
The level of skill can greatly affect the speed
and quality of our project. Plan on taking a lot
of time methodically thinking through each step
of the installation process for whatever you are
doing. Remember that there is never any
substitute for skill level but time and patience
and practice.
The information is really just a general overview
and every individual or project is unique. Surely
there is nothing like the satisfaction of doing
a project to the best of our ability or seeing
our well orchestrated project come together
through a professional contractor. Either way
the level of planning, knowledge and skill is
going to play a big part in determining how
long we are willing to live without moldings.
By Daniel J. Westbrook

Sustainability – the idea of using
resources wisely today so that future
generations can meet their needs and
have a quality of life that is as good or
better than ours – is a concept that
resonates strongly with historic preser-
vationists. After all, what’s greener than
a building that is already built? Beauty
and function in the historic buildings
we love are inseparable. They were built
to last with quality materials and
designed for maximum comfort with
low-tech cleverness: windows that open
and close, eaves that provide shade,
window seats that double as storage,
wood or stone floors that are easy to
keep clean. Installing modern kitchens,
baths, electrical/plumbing/heating sys-
tems and insulation in solid historic
buildings makes tremendous financial
sense when we consider that:
• 136 million tons of waste are generated
annually from construction and demo-
lition filling 10%-30% of our landfills
• Only 20%-30% of construction waste
is recycled or reused
• For every 1000 sq/ft of house that is
recycled or moved we save between 40-
50 trees
We recycle bags and papers and cans.
Why not buildings? It only makes cents.
Statistics are from the January/February 2008
issue of Preservation magazine and Nickols Bros
House Moving.
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Use this form to tell us about your favorite
restaurant/cafe in an historic building in Everett

and you could win a tasty gift certificate!
Or enter online at www.HistoricEverett.org

Favorite
Restaurant

Historic
Building

What makes your favorite cafe or restaurant so good?

Remodeling Plan Key to Project Completion Preservation
is the Ultimate

Recycling



Profile: Rucker bros. start boom
Soar with delight at Early Aviation
Preservation is the ultimate recycling
Vote for your favorite restaurant
in an historic building



n 1989 Pearl Wollin and Aat Bontje bought the 1913
farmhouse on 1.5 acres in urban Everett. For the last
13 years they have been remodeling: rebuilding walls,

breaking up concrete, jacking, filling, gluing, routing, sanding and
painting to build their dream home and honor the home’s roots.
Most of the remodeling materials have been recycled from discarded
parts of other homes, scavenged from construction sites or found
in surplus outlets or classified ads. And, they did almost all of the
work themselves.

“When we first bought the house, it really needed to be torn down,”
admits Pearl, a recently  retired child and family therapist. Fireweed
growing on the roof of the nearly 100 year old home was growing
through the ceiling over the staircase. The roof was so weakened
that a large chunk of it came crashing down during dinner one
night. Previous owners of the house, to make room for an earlier
furnace replacement in the basement, had actually removed
structural beams and posts weakening the entire structure. “All of
the dog and cat toys and balls would always end up in the Northwest
 corner of the house because it was listing so badly,” tells Pearl.
But the pair saw themselves as stewards of the property and found
charm in the house. Ultimately, practical reasons helped tip the
scale in favor of a remodel.
Previous owners, Gus and Elizabeth Erickson lived in the house
from the 1940s through the mid-80s, maybe even earlier according
to neighbor Darrell Hults. As a boy he remembers the house next
door as his parents started building their house in 1948, finishing
in the 50s. Darrell recalls, “Gus had a dozen bee hives on the north
fenceline and the apple trees and strawberries his parents grew
were full of them.”
Pearl and Aat hired Steven Storey Architects of Mount Vernon to
create the remodel plan. “For our house, they helped us create a
floor plan that would bring an modern sensibility to an older home
without destroying its history and charm,” tells Aat. The initial
budget for the construction was $80,000. “Aat has kept that figure
intact,” tells Pearl triumphantly. She estimates that the total value
of scavenged materials is about $50,000.

The original house was expanded from 2400 square feet to 2600
square feet by adding a 5’ x 12’  kitchen extension and second
floor dormers. Additional space was gained by removing an internal
chimney for the original sawdust-burning furnace (sawdust com-
pliments of the Everett saw mills). The pair began this demolition
themselves by dismantling the chimney brick by brick and lowering
the bricks to the ground from a second story window one bucket-
load at a time.
To bring in more light and add to a sense of space, the living room
floor was sunk four feet, the south-facing  windows were doubled
in size and 6’x8’ French doors opening to the new rear grade. “We
contracted the basic framing of the sunken floor since there were
a lot of complex elements like bolting some of the support structure
to the basement walls.” Says Aat, “We left that to the pros.”
Pearl and Aat describe their personal design ideas as having
influences from a Japanese sense of open space, The Bauhaus, and
modern architect master Ludwig Mies van der Rohe.  These concepts
come together most notably in the central kitchen with its mix of
modern appliances, curving island and geometric, colorful cabinets
and doors reminiscent of Piet Mondrian. Aat  designed the kitchen
island which contains a professional gas cook top, food prep space,
bar seating for up to five. He built the curvilinear counter-top for
the island from salvaged oak flooring.
The remodel has definitely been a process. Continuing to work full
time for most of the 13 year  construction, Pearl and Aat lived with
many parts of the house in a constant state of being half way there.

“For five years our kitchen had no sheet rock, just studs, wires and
tufts of insulation for walls,” recalls Pearl. “But, we are both dreamers
and visualizers, so we never felt things were half finished. We could
always see how things were going to be in the end.”
Even though every turn of the project entailed a new learning
experience Aat had been practicing for most of his life to work on
his masterpiece. He worked with his brother-in-law during summer
vacations remodeling homes in Holland where he grew up. As was
the “thing” to do in the early seventies, Aat dropped out from
being a professor at Portland State University to get back to doing

Everett farmhouse stands test of time

Special feature by Fritz Bindel, edited by David Chrisman

Photos courtesy current owners: above house at 515 47th Street from 1955, right is Aat at his work in progress.

Continued on next page...



more natural and hands on work. He apprenticed at a cooperative
woodworking and design group where he worked for Robert
Shimabakuru, a Japanese American woodworker well known in the
Portland area. Aat ultimately found work with a fine furniture
workshop before moving to Seattle. He has continued his interest
in woodworking making Christmas gifts, remodeling and building
out his previous homes.
Pearl explains her garden influences, “Our  influences for the
landscaping were Italian and English gardens. We looked at all the
house and garden magazines we could find as well as going to
home shows and display models in shops.” Pearl also cites the
influence of growing up in a small farming town in Eastern Wash-
ington State  where her mother kept a yard not only abundant with
flowers but also with fruit trees, berries and a full vegetable garden.
Pearl’s current garden features three 100 year old early autumn
apple trees (originally planted for the growing area season and
used for eating, pies, and cider), rows of blackberries, raspberries,
strawberries and blueberries as well as corn and all varieties of
lettuce, spinach, Swiss chard, tomatoes, string beans, artichokes,
asparagus, cucumbers and herbs galore including: Parsley, tarragon,
mint, thyme, marjoram and basil. In the flower gardens and beds,
Pearl plants mostly perennials, using annuals such as Lobelia and
Icelandic poppies to create splashes of color.
One of the most striking features of the yard came from the adjacent
construction. The crew dug up a massive 40-ton boulder and Pearl
and Aat had it bulldozed right onto their front lawn.  “Our plan is
to turn it into a water feature,” explains Pearl.  “There will be a
gentle sheen of water that falls across the side facing the house.
It should be quite spectacular when it’s finished.” Currently, however,
the rock is thoroughly enjoyed as a natural jungle gym by Pearl
and Aat’s grandchildren.
Surrounding the front yard boulder is a heart shaped flower garden
whose conception is straight out of a romance novel. Aat dug the
bed for Pearl as a surprise to honor her gift to him of a pair of
heart shaped rocks she found on the beach in Italy one day after
a small but emotional lover’s misunderstanding. Pearl planted the
bed with some of Aat’s favorite plants including nasturtiums, roses,

chard, spinach, rock garden succulents and, of course, Dutch
Strawberries and Dutch Iris.
Helping Pearl and Aat take full advantage of the long Northwest
summer evenings is an outside fully plumbed kitchen. The chest-
high kitchen walls are made from bricks recycled (of course)  from
the original house chimney and bricks from a demolished chimney
donated by a roofing contractor. The wall is capped with marble
scavenged from an old shower. The outdoor kitchen sits on the
raised grade where 17 tons of broken concrete courtesy of garage
floor removal a few homes away create the terraces and retaining
walls for the earth burm. Building the retaining wall along with
other projects in the house like the making of the kitchen island
exemplify one of the key “costs” of building with recycled materials
– labor time.  Aat explains, “When you build with recycled materials
you can end up handling each piece several times more than you
would if you used new materials.
Other unique and inventive aspects of the home include an industrial
kitchen flooring purchased from Boeing Surplus (it’s the same type
used in airplane kitchen galleys), Brazilian hardwood cherry living
and dining room floors.  Upstairs is an entirely open floor plan with
three short, waist high partitions dividing up the space into a master
bedroom, bath, study and weaving/sewing room.  The vaulted
ceiling reveals the many  converging roof angles and is accentuated
by the collar ties (structural braces taking function of rafters) which
were left exposed and then finished.
Naturally, along with their concerns for maintaining the charm of
the old house and using recycled materials, Pearl and Aat have
made the house as eco-friendly as possible. The electric heat (which
supplanted the original sawdust furnace) was replaced with natural
gas. Upstairs, rigid 4 inch Styrofoam R 16 panel insulation was
meticulously cut to fit around each rafter and roof angle. No
dishwasher in this house and the clothes washer is the front-loading
low water usage type. Both the water heater and clothes dryer are
energy-conserving gas powered. Needless to say, they drive a Prius.
After 13 years of construction and remodeling, the 72 year old Mr.
Bontje is still going strong and has a lot of energy left in him. “I
still have to build the new green house and Swedish sauna and
finish renovating the garage and my workshop,” Aat tells between
pulls on his pipe. Pearl has advice for couples wishing to renovate
a home together while living in it: “Many couples I feel dread
remodeling, worrying it will put a strain on their marriage. But it
did just the opposite for us; it has made our marriage stronger.
For us it has just been one big adventure that we have gone on
together.” By building
their house together and
taking their time to do
it right, the way they
wanted, re-using and
recycling along the way,
this eclectic pair has truly
been able to have their
cake and eat it too.

Above, Pearl enjoys her “modern” kitchen renovated using recycled materials.

Flowers bloom throughout the terraced landscape.

Continued from previous page...



verett-based Nickel Bros. House Moving has long
believed in historic preservation and environmental
sustainability for our communities. While there is merit
to allowing planned development within our urban

centers and preventing suburban sprawl, Nickel Bros. believes that
the houses displaced by townhome and commercial development
should be moved when possible, and salvaged and deconstructed
as a course of last resort. “A demolition permit” should be a fading
memory from our vocabulary,” says Jeff McCord, Nickel Bros. self-
proclaimed house rescuer and Seattle/Everett representative.
By moving an average-sized home it is estimated that 50 trees-
worth of lumber are saved—roughly equivalent to recycling paper
for 25 years of your life. In fact, about 40% of our landfill space
nationally is filled with so-called “C&D Debris” (Construction and
Demolition Debris). In Seattle Nickel Bros. has been working with
the Department of Planning and Development to offer a “SDR
Permit” as an option to a standard “Demolition” permit for houses.
“SDR” would stand for “Salvage, Deconstruction, and Removal,”
and it may be coupled with an incentive/penalty for developers
who would prefer to pay the flat $250.00 demolition permit fee
and knock the house down, whether or not the house has archi-
tectural character, is of good, sound quality, and/or has neighbor-
hood significance or appeal.
The “penalty” part of the formula could be in the form of a 1.5%
“valuation fee” based on the County tax-assessed value of the
house (not including the land value). This quick-form evaluation
would put a higher value on houses which have a lot of life left
in them, are well-built, and may be architecturally of interest. For
example, a house that is assessed at $150,000.00 would have a
$2,250.00 demolition permit fee attached to it unless the developer
attempted to allow it to be moved or materials salvaged. Developers
could seek relief or exemptions if the house could not be moved,
and in such cases would be required to perform building salvage
or even full deconstruction when possible.
The incentive part may be in areas such as allowing for building
density increases, faster permitting, or other development benefits
if a developer incorporates a moved house or houses into their
development, or other “green” solutions. A project not lost on
Everett is the Donovan Lane project, using 11 moved houses from
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House Moving Pioneers Create “Historic Preservation”

the hospital project to build a creative development, which was
completed in 2007.
There is an alarming trend happening in our area: Many of the small
to medium-sized residential houses which happen to be in multi-
family zoned areas are steadily getting lost to the progress of urban
infill and multi-family and commercial development. The most
popular scenario is to tear down a residential home and then built
four town house units with a central drive court. While historic
preservation organizations and city commissions can rally to save
the larger mansions, the valued public buildings, and other archi-
tecturally-significant structures, it is much harder to concentrate on
the smaller Bungalows and Craftsmans that are being lost from our
neighborhoods. House moving offers a creative way to accomplish
this in many cases.
If a developer wishes to be truly “green” in their development
process, they should contact local movers about matching customers
with houses and find a recipient to recycle the homes rather than
sending them to a landfill. Developers get the added benefit of
saving between $10,000.00 and $20,000.00 in demolition, removal,
and landfill costs. If you are aware of a house with a land use sign
announcing that it will be torn down, you now have an opportunity
to increase the chance that the house will get saved and re-used
in another location.
Nickel Bros. House Moving has already been able to begin saving
some smaller homes which were falling victim to the wrecking ball.
These single or 1.5 story homes are easy enough to move along
Broadway and some of Everett’s other wide streets to their two-
acre storage yard in the Port of Everett’s Riverside Business Park
on E. Marine View Dr. They also offer these and other houses for
sale on their website at , allowing people to purchase a home with
character for about 50% of the cost of building. The prices online
include barging and/or “local delivery” in most cases.
For additional information on “Creative Historic Preservation,” contact
Jeff McCord (206-933-9699) or visit www.NickolBros.com. Nickel
Bros. House Moving moves and/or lifts over 300 homes and buildings
each year.

Buying a recycled
house is truly built

green – saving
about 50 trees and

keeping 80,000
pounds of

construction &
demolition debris
from the landfill.

Phinney Ridge Craftsman saved for owner Frank Rebhan.

Special report by Jeff McCord



Mark your calendar!

West view of new Plaza courtesy Nakano & Associates

verett citizens at the Performing Arts Center in mid-
Febrary learned about the future redevelopment of
the parking lot that currently exists between the PAC
theater and the former Bank of Everett/Key Bank

building. The empty bank is owned the city and their current plan
is to develop a public plaza. Seattle architects Nakano & Associates
introduced grand new designs for the public space to be managed
by Everett Parks & Recreation.
The attached plan is the result of the schematic design process
which is very early in the overall design process. Associate Nicole
Price explained the plan: ”We took into consideration the many
possible uses that could occur in a centrally located public open
space and created a relatively open plan that allows for flexibility
in its use. The positive input we received from the public open
house will be taken into consideration as we move forward in the
design process.”
The site is bound by California St. to the south, Wetmore Ave. to
the east, and alleys to the north and west. The performing arts
center is directly to the north and the south east corner of the site
is anchored by the old bank building that will be renovated into
the Plaza Theater. See more information in related cover story.

Work Party at
Rucker Ave Project Homes

Saturday, March 8, 10am
Meet at 2112 Rucker Ave

The two Historic Everett project homes are ready for a spring
cleaning. Starting at 10am for as long as folks care to stay and get
their hands dirty, we are asking for help with all kinds of simple
clean up activities—just show up! All tools and supplies provided.

The Arts and Crafts Movement
in the Pacific Northwest

Sat. March 29, 2:00pm
Everett Public Library Auditorium
2702 Hoyt. Ave. Everett WA 98201

A slide show and talk by Lawrence Kreisman,
author of this new book.

Brown Awards Ceremony
Presented every other year by the Everett Historical Commission

Sat. April 26, 9:30am, public welcome
Weyerhaeuser Room, Everett Station

Submit nominations for historic homes and buildings with recent
quality upgrades and renovations by April 1, 2008.

Historic Everett Estate Sale
Sat. May 17, 9am-4pm

2112 Rucker Ave.
Contribute your unused antique or treasure to help raise funds
for Historic Everett programs and education. Call 425-330-2005
to donate quality items for the annual fundraiser.

Evergreen Cemetery Tour
Sat. May 31, 10:00am

$10 public, $6 members
Meet at Broadway entrance, just south of 41st

Downtown Walking Tour:
Cruise down Colby Ave.

Sat. June 21,10:00am
$10 public, $6 members

Meet at Everett High School on Colby Ave.
A nostalgic 50s look at Everett lead by historian/author/educator
Jack O’Donnell.
SEND IN YOUR PHOTO COPIES!
We are looking for nostalgic photos of friends and family from the
years when Cruisin’ Colby was legal. Email your remembrances
and any digital photos for our memory album to
info@HistoricEverett.org.

Out of Town Series: Mukilteo
Sat. August 16,10:00am

$15 public, $10 members
Learn about the wonderful history of the city and it’s pioneers.
David Dilgard shares slides and guides us from the cemetery to
the lighthouse.

Proposed site plan for new Plaza courtesy Nakano & Associates


