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D e d i c a t e d  t o  P r e s e r v i n g  o u r  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

Saturday, August 18th, 10:00am, FREE

Slide show and history presented by
David Dilgard at the Tulalip Chamber
Conference Room by WalMart.
Attendees will learn
about Patkanim (chief
of the Snoqualmies,
signer of the 1855
treaty, buried at the
Mission Beach
Cemetery) and
William Shelton
(Wha-cah-dub), who
single-handedly
mounted a cultural
counter offensive with the
construction of a longhouse and creation of
a skleletut pole circa 1913. Also, Captain
Vancouver's Anchorage & Possession
Ceremony inÊJune 1792 and the first water-
powered sawmill and colony in 1852-53.

The Everett Public LibraryÕs Northwest Room
has received a Washington Preservation
Initiative grant from the state library to
preserve its 2 copies of the Sanborn
Insurance Maps for Everett.ÊOCLC
Preservation Services will encapsulate pages
in two post-bound volumes.

The library will have the maps digitized and
placed online at the libraryÕs website
www.epls.org early next year. From the
library home page link into the NW Room
digital collections.ÊA Summer of 1907
collection of photos is the Northwest Room's
latest addition online.

Soon to be posted will be Snohomish County
People Online, an ongoing biography file;
a collection of Pamphlets and Textual
Ephemera; and a database of Everett
Residences.Ê

Jackson Grant Supports
County History

HistoryLink, the online encyclopedia of
Washington State history has recently
received a $20,000 grant from the Jackson
Foundation that will allow adding Snohomish
County history online at their website,
www.historylink.org.ÊMargaret Riddle of the
library's Northwest Room is assignment
editor for this project.

Books Roll of the Press
New history books from local authors include
Early Snohomish by Warner Blake, published
by Arcadia Publishing and Hannah, a
historical novel by Nellie Robertson, an
iUniverse publication.Ê Warner's book
can be purchased online at
www.arcadiapublishing.com or at local
bookstores.
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s the summer rolls along looking more like fall, we look forward to
a sunny day of touring Everett's historic residences on September
8. This year's event delivers a one-two punch starting with the
historic Hartley Mansion, where attendees can purchase tickets and
pick up their guide map while ogling the rooms and treats. Up to
10 homes are scheduled for visitors to check out, including an
exclusive opening of the Henry M. (Scoop) Jackson house on Grand



harles Colby was born in New
England in 1839, and gradu-
ated from Brown University in

1858. He entered the railroad service in
1870 working for various companies, includ-
ing the Wisconsin Central Railroad, where
he became its President in 1871.

In Wisconsin Colby joined the board of
directors of the American Steel Barge Com-
pany which built whaleback vessels and
was part of the John D. Rockefeller empire.
Colby was soon asked to head a delegation
to find a site for a new barge works plant,
near salt water, in order to prove the supe-
riority of these vessels on the ocean. His
search took him to the west coast where
he met up with Henry Hewitt in Tacoma,
Washington. Hewitt extolled the virtues of
a large site on Port Gardner Bay and when
the two talked further, during a steamship
cruise trip to Alaska, Òthe idea for a shipyard
on the Port Gardner peninsula had blos-
somed into a vision of a new Puget Sound
metropolis.Ó3

Charles Colby working with Colgate Hoyt
and Henry Hewitt had a dream of a
ÒPittsburgh in the WestÓ which now required
financial support. Since both Colby and
Hoyt were trusted employees of John D.
Rockefeller, they were able to convince
Rockefeller to become the major financier
of their dream. Soon, $800,000 was autho-
rized to acquire property on the peninsula
in order to jump-start the plan researched
and developed by Henry Hewitt.
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In a remarkably short time, Colby and Hewitt
placed several important industries in stra-
tegic positions around an urban grid of com-
mercial and residential properties. Together
with others, they incorporated and ran the
Everett Land Company, which oversaw all of
their transactions.  But, when the Panic of
1893 hit Everett, Hewitt was forced to resign,
and ColbyÕs promotion to the leadership
position was also fleeting.  The Everett Land
Company could no longer pay the interest
on the bonds, most of which were held by
Mr. Rockefeller.  Rockefeller sent Frederick
Gates, a trusted financial advisor, out to
Everett.  Here, he managed to maneuver,
consolidate, and sell all of RockefellerÕs in-
terests in the town of Everett and the Monte
Cristo Mines, and still show a profit on the
investment.

As one of the founding fathers of Everett,
Charles ColbyÕs names lives on as the long,
main thoroughfare of the city he was respon-
sible for inventing and for giving it its name.
The story goes like this: During a dinner party
at ColbyÕs home, Henry Hewitt noticed that
CharlesÕ 15-year-old son, Everett Colby had
displayed a voracious appetite for dessert.
He commented that the boy wanted the best
of everything, and that Òwe want the very
best of everything for our city. WeÕll name
it Everett.Ó But there were two other reasons
for not naming the new town Port Gardner:
First, everyone agreed that the name of the
town should not provide any geographical
references, lest it encouraged speculators
who might drive up the prices; and second,
Hewitt wanted to endear himself to Colby,

who had direct access to RockefellerÕs for-
tune.

Charles Colby died in Boston at the age of
56. In the local obituaries, his life was hon-
ored thusly:  ÒResolved, by the Everett Com-
mercial Club, that in his untimely death, the
City of Everett mourns the loss of one of its
most influential and loyal supporters and
warmest and most steadfast friends. Count-
less hosts of friends and admirers attest the
true nobility and greatness of his character.Ó
A fitting tribute to this great man.

References:

1. Historylink.org Everett Ð Thumbnail History

2. Northwest Room, Everett Main Library Ð misc.
articles and the obituary

3. Book:  Snohomish County Ð An Illustrated
History, by Cameron, et.al.  Kelcema Books LLC.
2005.

4. Book: Milltown Highlights, by David Dilgard,

5/22/1839 Ð 2/26/1896

By Aileen M. Langhans

The Lentzy House (1892-1893). Formerly residing at the corner
of Colby and Pacific when Colby Avenue was a residential
street, this home was moved two blocks onto Hoyt Avenue,
in order to make way for the Interurban Station in 1910.

The Board of Directors of the Everett Land Company, including Charles Colby.
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*Members signing up after
October 1 are good through
the following year. Membership
cards are sent out at the end
of each quarter.

THE FOOT OF
HEWITT AVENUE AND
THE BNSF BRIDGE

The history of Everett scored a major save
on June 7.  We received word from the City
that BNSF had withdrawn its application
to demolish the 1910 railroad bridge at the
western foot of Hewitt Avenue. BNSF
wanted to replace the bridge with a 45 foot
wide solid earth berm that would have
blocked physical and visual access to the
waterfront and would have covered the
historic red brick street with 10,000 cubic
yards of dirt.

This historic site is particularly important
for many reasons. Native people used it
for hundreds of years as a summer
encampment since fresh water flowed in
nearby Forgotten Creek. It is close to the
place where in the 1860Õs Dennis Brigham,
EverettÕs first non-native settler, built his
cabin.ÊThe riveted steel plate girder bridge
is an increasingly rare type that was erected
as a permanent replacement for what was
most likely the original wooden bridge and
a significant element marking the the
western terminus of the Great Northern
Railroad. The docks at the foot of Hewitt
Avenue and the original train depot, only
a few hundred feet away, were the places
where most immigrants to Everett first
arrived. The Bayview Hotel (EverettÕs first)
on Bond Street, was located just paces
away. The Hewitt Avenue Trolley ran down

near this location. The foot of Hewitt Avenue
with its original brick street and the bridge
above is the closest site, still in pristine
condition, which marks the location of the
1916 Everett Massacre. It is an obvious
point of departure for public access to our
shorelines.

More than 40 volunteers including local
business owners, neighbors and Historic
Everett joined forces on June 23 to pull
weeds, mow grass, sweep bricks and haul
out more than 50 sacks of clippings and
garbage. The time was used to think of
ideas for a name for our newly reclaimed
public space: Milltown Historic Plaza,
Immigrant Park, Whistle Stop and City Dock
are a few that surfaced immediately.  The
City and Parks Department are mulling the
prospects as an interpretive compliment
for Downtown. Port Gardner and Bayside
neighborhoods may apply for a joint mini-
grant for design work. The Zonta Club of
Everett is interested in helping provide
signage to document our history there and
The Cascade Land Conservancy is exploring
ways to partner as part of their Green Cities
program.

Ed Morrow, Peter Jackson and David
Mascarenas are heading the effort. If you
want to be a part of EverettÕs newest hot
spot, or would like more information on
this intriguing project, please call 425-259-
6432 or email at  info@Historiceverett.org.

Christina Robertson loves all things animal,
vegetable, mineral and historic. She is a
former Historic Everett Board member who
has returned for another term.

Christina is a Community Relationship Man-
ager for the American Cancer Society. Her
background includes many years of experi-
ence in fundraising, event planning and
community relations. She completedÊthe
Master Recycler/Composter program through
Snohomish County Solid Waste in 2001. An
avidÊgardener, Christina was honoredÊto
receive a 'Golden Scoop Award' for the trans-
formation of her urban garden from the
Seattle Arboretum Foundation in 2005.
SheÊowns a 104-yr old house in the Norton-
Grand Historic Overlay District that she shares
with one dog, three cats and a family of
opossums. Welcome back Christina!

Daniel Westbrook calls himself an artisan
carpenter and has appropriately named his
contracting business Westbrook Restorations.
He brings to the board over 25 years of
hands on experience in the field of historic
preservation. He was born in Alaska and
raised in the northern Canadian Wilderness
of the Yukon Territory a place known for its
rich history associated with the great gold
rush of 1898.  Daniel states, Òthis deep sense
of historical sole still lives on in me today
as a practicing third generation carpenter
and general contractor specializing in old
home remodel and restoration." Daniel feels
honored to have the opportunity to serve
the community as a board member of His-
toric Everett and we are equally honored to
have him with us.
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Other donation



Profile: Charles Colby
Get the Scoop on Annual Home Tour
Rucker Ave. Homes Renovation Started
New Historic Everett Board Members


